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I!! CORRECTIONS— We goofed!!! 

In packet #670, page 7, the story "Venezuela 
Attacks Iford Nominee ..." the nominee's name 
was spelled incorrectly (no pun intended). It 
should be Harry Shlaudeman . 

Also, in packet #671, page 5, the "5,000 
Demonstrators for Jobs" story, the second para- 
graph should read: The mostly black demonstration 
was organized by People United to Save Humanity. 

*;* *********************************************** 
The following is a continuation of story on page 
8,"WAW Organizer Bob Hood gets Hung Jury": 

to, vote for the majority position. 

Since the majority position was for acquittal , 
Sparrow neglected to read the second part of the 
statement. 

According to the VVAW/WSO, even though the 
prosecution's case is such a weak one, it is not 
unlikely that the government might attempt to re- 
try the case. 

"We are not particularly surprised at the way 
in which the case has been railroaded so far," 
said a press release. "Our Organization has long 
been the target of repression and police attacks 
designed to offset our political work by keeping 
us unnecessarily involved in court battles." 
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MERCURY POISONING OUTBREAK IN CANADA? 

"AN EXACT MINAMATA DUPLICATE .WITH, TRAGIC RESULTS" 

(Editor's note: The following is a shortened 

version of a Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
documentary 3 entitled "A Clear and Present Danger 3 
which was printed in Affldesasne Notes. 

The program 3 broadcast m November 3 was. pre- 
pared during the simmer of 1974 while the Ojibway 
Warriors' Society was occupying Anicnawbe Park in ^ 
norther&nOntario . The Society charged both Ontario 
and Canada with willful neglect of the Anishmwbeg 
Tribe , whose food supply had beeii destroyed by pol- 
lution. ) ■ ' ’ ] . 

KENORA, Ontario (LNS) — The town of Minamata, 
Japan, became world famous when it was struck by 
one of the worst known industrial poisoning disas- 
ters. Hundreds of people suffered permanent disab- 
ilities and many died from what became known as the 
Minamata disease: methyl mercury poisoning. 

Now there are indications that a disaster of 
similar proportions may be facing the Ojibway peo- 
ple in Kenora, northern ^Ontario , who depend on the 
f^sh in the Wajtyigon-English river system for their 
food. 

1 In 1970 the Ontario Government ordered eleven 
companies to stop dumping mercury into waterways. 

A report entitled "The Public Health Significance 
of Methyl Mercury," prepared for the Ontario Cab- 
inet and never released to the public, states "in 
the Wabigon-English River systems [mercury] levels 
in the fish are amongst the highest recorded in 
North America and are comparable with those found 
in Japan." 

Dr. Takiuchi Tadao , the pathologist who first 
diagnosed Minamata disease in Japan, was afcked for 
his opinion about data he had seen on the amounts 
of mercury in fish in the Kenora area. He sa^.d,^ 

"I find the level of methyl -mercury in the fish in 
the Kenora area is by and large much, greater than 
the contamination in Minamata. I wonder, though, 
if the problem is not somewhat different in that 
the residents of the Kenora area do not consume as 
much fi£h as the Japanese?" 

Informed that thousands of people in the Ken- 
ora area are native people for whom fish is a ijia- 
jor part of their diet. Dr. Takiuchi replied, "I 
would say that if .3 milligrams of mercury are be- 
ing consumed daily one can expect most definitely 
the appearance of symptoms of the chronic or incom- 
plete type of poisoning in which amounts of mercury 
have been building up for some time." 

i He also pointed out that it would be diffi- 
cult for someone who has never seen a case of methyl 
mercury poisoning to recognize "the chronic or in- 
complete type, where small amounts of mercury have 
accumulated in the brain and nervous tissue over a 


"From about 1961 to 1970, between ten and 
twenty pounds of inorganic mercury was dumped 
daily into the river, from the Chlor-Alkali plant 
at Dryden. Although mercury effluent discharge 
from the Dryden mill was reduced by 1970 by minis- 
terial order to less than 3% or a few ounces a day, 
it may take up to seventy years for the system to 
cleanse itself," the federal report said. 

The area used to be popular among tourists 
who came to fish for spott. The Ontario govern- 
ment, however, informed tourist camps by phone and 
telegram that their guests should not consume any 
of the fish from those waters. The government post- 
ed signs saying "Fish for Fun" — meaning that 
tourists could go ahead and catch the toxic fish, 
but’' should throw them back and not eat them. 

The signs have now been taken down. "We’ve 
gone another route," says the Minister of Natural 
Resources in the Ontario government, "In fact, every 
peps on along the English and Wabigon River systems 
in the Northwestern Ontario region was notified 
by letter from the Ministry of Health as to the 
possible dangers that may arise from eating the 
fish. That type of program was more effective 
than the "Fish for Fun" signs . " 

Native people in the area eat fish up to , 
three times a day, since they have no alternative 
food supply. However, the Ontario government did 
not notify the native inhabitants of the dangers 
of eaping the fish. 

Thomas Strong, who lived in the area> died 
in 1972. As he was known to be a big fish eater, 
the question of mercury poisoning was raised, and 
an inquest was held. A very high blood mercury 
level was found: 224 parts per billion. 

However, Dr. G.J. Stops, chief medical con- 
sultant to the QHtario Ministry of the Environment, 
denied the possibility of mercury poisoning, testi- 
fying that the blood sample must have been contam- 
inated with mercury after death. No other blood 
sample and no tissue was analyzed. The coroners 
jury concluded that Thomas Strong had didd of a 
hfeart attack, but went on to recommend that in any 
future such deaths, examinations for mercury, poi- 
sonings ought to be carried out. 

That was two years ago, and the provincial 
coroner ’ s officfe reports that no autopsies have 
been performed on either the native or white inhab- 
itants that have since died. 

The death rate from 1970 to 1973 has been 
staggering, nearly 200 Anishnawbeg have died in 
accidents or by suicide. Some of the violent be- 
havior and mental disturbance, usually attributed 
to misuse of alcohol , could also be symptomatic^ 
of mercury poisoning. Early mercury patients ex- 
hibit symptoms of mental illness, such as emotional 
instability and fits of rage and depression. 


period of time. " 

In Minamata, it was not until twelve or thir- 
teen years after the contamination began that symp- 
toms became obvious. In the Kenora area, according 
to a federal report, also not released to the pub- 
lic, industrial mercury contaminations probably 
began around 1960. 
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Marion Lamb, the manager of a tourist lodge 
which has been closed, says that people from the 
Department of Health last came out to Kenora in the 
winter of 1972, after the fishing season had been 
over for some time. 

"At that time they took (blood) samples. 

When they came back out, fort their task force repor t, 
£672) January 22, 1975 more . . . . 




they talked a great deal about the mercury situation 
but they didn't give the Indian people the results 
of their tests until they were ready to leave in 
their airplane, when they handed each one a sealed 
envelope," she says. 

"After they were gone, they opened them and 
r ® a d that their blood level was, say, 289 parts per 
billion," Lamb says. "There have been quite a few 
Indian people that have died in the Kenora area, some 
of them, I feel, would have been perfect opportuni- 
ties if they wanted to find out if they had been hurt 
by mercury. If some brain tissue, or tissue needed 
for the testing for mercury had been taken. To my 
knowledge this had not been done." 

The present blood mercury levels may not even 
be an accurage gauge of how badiy the mercury may be 
affecting people. In Japan, at the peak of methyl- 
mercury poisoning, the disease was not yet recogniz- 
ed as mercury poisoning. It was therefore difficult 
to know what blood mercury levels were responsible 
for the damage. By the time that widespread testing 
of patients had begun several years later, mercury 
levels in patients had already dropped. 

Eileen Smith, a Japanese photographer- jour- 
nalist, worked on a history of the poisoning in Min- 
amata with her husband Eugene Smith. She visited 
Kenora this summer, and believes that this same sit- 
uation may be true in Kenora -- the present blood 
levels may not give any indication of the harm that 
has already been done. "It leaves the blood and 
could have already damaged the brain," she says. 

"What did I see when I went to Kenora?" she 
continued. "I'm obviously not any medical expert, 
but I have seen a lot of methyl -mercury poisoning. 

And what I saw in Kenora was not just people who 
looked ill, The general attitude is that methyl - 
mercury poisoning is very ^dramatic, but there is 
also subtle methyl-mercury poisoning. And people 
who can't walk straight or have tingling of the 
fingertips, who can't see very well, should be looked 
at clinically. Because these are symptoms of methyl 
mercury poisoning. 

- ) 

"Just the very few people I talked to who I 
knew had high blood levels, even asl a layman testing 
them, I found vision constriction in three people 
and numbing of the fingertips. All of them said 
they had it. And the way they described the heavi- 
ness in the back of their heads. The way they des- 
cribed the tingling in their hands and feet. It's 
like a carbon copy of what the (Japanese)patients 
say. 

"And then at the end they asked me, 'Well, 
what are the symptoms of methyl mercury poisoning? ' 

And you know, what can I say? They've just describ- 
ed them to me.... It certainly warrants more testing." 


UCS. BANKS EARN $428 MILLION BY INVESTING WAGE 
EARNERS PAYROLL WITHHOLDINGS 

NEW YORK (LNS) - If you're like 90% of 
the wage earners in the U.S.', your employer 
withholds income tax and social security payments 
from your paycheck each week. The money doesn't 
go directly to the government, however, but accum- 
ulates in your employer's bank account, until the 
government arranges its quarterly pick-up. In 
the meantime, the bank invests your paycheck 
withholdings and draws interest on it. 

Commercial banks in the U.S. earned an esti- 
mated $428 million last year by investing paycheck 
withholdings. It's a neat arrangement worked out 
by the Treasury Department which allows banks to 
make money off of money that's legally yours in 
the first place. Here's how the system works. 

Money withheld from personal paychecks iso 
normally deposited in government "tax and loan 
accounts" which most banks keep as a "service to 
the government." The bank can do what it wants 
with the money as long as 8% of the "reserve" is 
kept in the accounts at all times and as long as 
the money is there when the government arranges 
to pick it up. 

The amount of money kept in the government 
accounts varies from week to week, but in 1974, 
it averaged $3.9 billion. By methodically arrang- 
ing the cash flow, banks can earn a potential interest 
of 12-6 by investing the 92% of the money they 
are allowed. 

According to calculations by the U.S. House 
Banking and Currency Committee, the potential in- 
terest on these government accounts was $428 million 
in 1974, not a penny of which was paid in interest 
to either individuals or government. 

More than one-thirdi of this money was earned 
by the nation's fifty largest banks, with the Chase 
Manhattan Bank, a Rockefeller holding, leading the 
way by earning $20 million last year off govern- 
ment tax accounts. Another Rockefeller bank, the 
First National City Bank of New York, is believed 
to have earned over $15 million in 1974 by holding 
an average of $139 million in government tax ac- 
counts. 

The U.S. Treasury Department defends the prac- 
tice of having banks investing Federal reserve mon- 
ey, by saying that it helps "stimulate the cash 
flow" and it provides "working money. " What the 
Treasury Department doesn't add is the fact that 
many Treasury Secretaries in recent years have 
been financially linked to the banking institu- 
tions themselves. 

-30- 


"From what Eileen has told me," says Eugene 
Smith, "In Canada you're about three to five years 
away from a real Minamata type outbreak. Constricted 
vision is never caused by alcohol . Tingling fingers 
are not caused by this, or by syphillis or the 
things they're trying to blame it on. I think Cana- 
da has to face up to the fact thattthey're in dan- 
ger of an exact Minamata duplicate with really tra- 
gic results." 
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LNS SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDS: 

WE ARE STILL IN GREAT NEED OF MORE MONEY; 

WE ARE FACING MOUNTING FINANCIAL PROBLEMS WITH 
LITTLE OR NO MONEY TO SOLVE THEM. IT IS GOING 
TO BE VERY TOUGH IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, SO WE 
NEED EVERYONE !S HELP. PLEASE SEND ALL YOU CAN 
PAY YOUR BILLS, AND PAY YOUR BACK BILLS. 

January 22, 1975 more. . . . 



(see graphics) 

McALESTER PRISONER PISTOL-WHIPPED IN COURTROOM; 
RESISTANCE SPREADS THROUGHOUT PRISON 

McAlester, Okla •( INS )— Bennie Bell, a pri- 
soner at the McAlester, Oklahoma State Penitent- 
iary, was pistol-whipped by prison guards in the 
courtroom on December 20 as charges were being 
brought against him and nine other prisoners 
accused of burning down the maximum security wing 
of the prison in October. Preliminary hearings 
for the trial begin January 24. 

At the arraignment proceedings December 20, 
the ten prisoners— seven black, two Native Amer- 
ican and one white— were brought to court by 
prison guards with their legs shackled, bodies 
chained and in handcuffs. 

Prosecutor Don Roberts ordered prison guards 
to "subdue” Bell "solely for using bad language," 
explained Jim Goodridge for Help Our Prisoners 
Exist (HOPE), a prisoner support group. Gun- 
carrying guards then proceeded to club Bell on 
the head With pistols and had him gagged. 

.jTjtye charges of second degree arson facing Bell 
and the nine other prisoners stem from a rebellion 
on October 19, in which prisoners confined to Mc- 
Alester ' s disciplinary isolation unit, the Rock, 
set fire to it after taking two guards hostage. The 
group- -many of whom had been sent to the Rock be- 
cause of their activities in Native American, black 
and other prison groups—faced club-swinging riot 
police after lying down in the prison yard. 

The uprising was one of many recent protests 
by prisoners at McAlester, which have included mess 
hall boycotts , hunger’ strikes and "lay- ins", with 
prisoners refusing to leave their cells. The actions 
have been organized in resistance to the unlivafale 
conditions and brutal policies at McAlester, which 
led to the death last May of prisoner Robert For- 
sythe, who was gassed in his cell in the Rock. 

(The Forsythe death is now being investigated 
by a federal grand jury, schedu&id to end delibera- 
tions in late January.) In addition, there have been 
five other brutal killings and numerous stabbings 
in recent months. 

vV it 

On January 5, another fire broke out at McAl- 
ester, bunting down the trusty building-- the sec- 
tion outside the main prison walis which houses 
prisoners with relatively good chances of making 
parole. The blaze broke out simultaneously in all 
five wings of the dormitory, according to the Mc- 
Alester Fire Chief. 

"It's significant that a completely different 
type of prisoner has reared up," said Jim Goodridge 
of HOPE. "It's a completely separate building, a 
separate group of activists (from those who burned 
down the Rock). These are the ones the prison system 
thinks are the £;good guys'. 

"It's becoming increasingly clear," Goodridge 
continued, "that resistance to the old ways is 
spreading throughout the whole prison system." 

Two prisoners escaped after the blaze. One was 

later captured by guards and is now in segregation; 


the other has not been found. 

Harassment within the prison has escalated, 
with guards conducting shake-downs at 2:00 in 
the morning, forcing prisoners into the mess hall 
to be stripped down and searched. 

In addition, prisoners visiting lists have 
been shortened considerably with only the immedi- 
ate family allowed to visit. Guards are "threat- 
ening individual prisoners with execution (espec- 
ially activists, of whom the guards have photo- 
graphs) and continuing to censor mail, stop news- 
papers, and gas men in their cells," explains 
HOPE . 

"If you can," writes one of the ten prisoners 
soon to be tried for the burnmpg of the Rock, "I 
would like for you to help us get an offense/de- 
fense committee together. And we have also tried 
to raise some funds to get some lawyers to fight 
out case in court." 

* * . * 

To offer support or contributions, write: 

Help Our Prisoners Exist, 431 SW 11th, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 73103. Phone (405) 272-0271. 

********************** *************************** 

FBI CHARGED WITH COLLECTING DAMAGING 
INFORMATION ON CRITICS OF WARREN COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON (LNS)— The son of the late House 
Majority Leader, Hale Boggs, has revealed that the 
FBI gathered damaging material on the personal 
lives of critics of the investigation into the ass- 
assination of John F. Kennedy. Thomas Hale Boggs, 

Jr. said in a Washington Post story that his father, 
as a member of the Warrefa Commission that probed 
the assassination, was given the material in an ap- 
parent attempt to discredit the critics. 

The materials, which Thomas Boggs made avail- 
able, includes photogtaphs of sexual activities 
and reports of alleged communist affiliations of 
some authors of articles and books on the assassin- 
ation. Boggs, a Washington lawyer, said the exper- 
ience played a large role in his father's decision 
to publicly charge the FBI with "Gestapo tactics" 
in a 1971 speech. In that speech Boggs also main- 
tained that the agency had tapped his phone, as 
well as those of other Congresspeople. 

About a year after his attack on the FBI, Boggs 
was reported missing and presumed dead when his 
flight in a light plane from Anchorage to Juneau, 
Alaska was long overdue. Boggs was in Alaska to 
campaign for U.S. Representative Nick Begihh, who 
was also reported missing and presumed dead. Neither 
the plane nor the bodies were even recovered. 

Explaining his father's attack on the FBI, 
Thomas Boggs said, "The impact on him was, if they 
had all this information on the critics, and gave 
it to him and went to all this trouble, what do 
they have on us (members of Congress.)" 

An FBI source has confirmed that they had 
gathered such material, maintaining that they re- 
ceived it from ds&cal police departments. 

—30— 
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GENERAL DYNAMICS HEADS 1974 DEFENSE CONTRACTORS; 

WILL PRODUCE NEW F-16 BOMBER 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--The Department of Defense hr... 
released its annual listing of the one hundred top r. 
military contractors in October for fiscal year 1°' 
1974. Heading the list, which covers the period 
between July 1, 1973 and June 30, 1974, was Gen- 
eral Dynamics which replaced Lockheed as the top 
contractor. General Dynami cs contracts 1 nearly 
tripled in one year, from $707 million to $1.9 
billion, the largest single year jump in U.S. his- 
tory. 

Most of the increase was due to the acceler- 
ated production of nuclear submarines. General 
Dynamics is the nation's largest producer of nu- 
clear submarines and, according to the Council on 
Economic Priorities, "has an absolute monopoly" 
on the production of Trident missile-firing subs, 
as well as Trident's predecessors, Polaris and Po- 
seidon • 

The Trident system received large-scale fundit^ 
ing for the first time last year, and due to the 
Pentagon's increased stress on naval weapons, Gen- 
eral Dynamics is likely to continue to receive a 
high level of contract awards for many years. 


its 'h%W Air Combat fighter, the F-16, over the 
Northrop Corporation. The P-16 will become '.the Air 
Force’s now, standard lightweight fighter, and will 
be the U.S. competitor for what has been called"the 
arms deal of the century." 

The Air Force has contracted for an initial 650 
F-16s at ah estimated cost of $4 billion.- Beyond 
that, the Defense Department hopes to sell 350 planes 
to four NATD allies? -Norway, Denmark, Holland and 
Belgitutt— aiid a potential global market worth at least 
$15 billion for 3, 600 more fighters. 

The F-16 -will be in competition "with the French 
Mirage for the NATO countries, and Business Week re- 
ports that Pentagon officials are hopeful that at 
least three will choose the F-16. 

' In the late '60s General Dynamics built the F-lll. 
Each was supposed to cost $4.5 million, but ended 
up costing $15.6 million. 

.Overall defense contracts for Fiscal Year 1974 
increased $2,7 billion over 1973, reaching a total 
of $34.4 billion. The bulk of military contracts 
went to a very few companies. The 100 largest con- 
tractors received over 70% of all contracts awarded. 

Of these, the25 largest contractors received over 
half of all contracts, and the top ten received one- 
third. 


The recent arms limitation agreement between 
the United States and the Soviet Union limits the 
number of delivery vehicles each country may pos- 
sess, but does not limit the number of warheads 
carried hy each vehicle. The United States has 
developed the system of single missiles with mul- • 
tiple warheads (MIRVs), but the Soviet Union has t r 
nbt. The Trident is a MIRV. 

Well aware of its superiority in submarine 
and missile submarine technology, the Defense De- 
partment has given the full-scale go-ahead for 
the Trident . 


Ldckheed was second amoung defense contractors 
for the first time in six years and only the second 
time in thirteen that it was not the top contractor. 
It's contracts totalled fcl. 46 billion, mostly for 
production of ballistic missiles launched by the Pos- 
eidon and Trident submarines, and for the S-3 Navy 
Aircraft . 

Filling out the top ten in order of contract 
volume were: 3. McDonnell -Douglas, 4. United Aircraft, 
5. General Electric, 6. Boeing, 7. Litton Industries, 
8, Hughes Aircraft , 9 . Rockwell International, and 
10. Raytheon. 


"The United States has consistently dovoted 
somewhat over 30% of its defense budget to. naval , 
forces," said Senator John Stennis, Chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, recently, 

"It is estimated that the Soviet Union devoted 
approximately 10% of its defense budget to its 
naval forces." 

"On a navy-to-navy basis," Stennis contin- 
ued, "the Soviet Navy does not match the capabil- 
ity of the U.S. Navy. The U.S. Navy should be 
able to fulfill its mission, both now and in the 
foreseeable future." 

The Trident system "may also be more palat- 
able to Congress, which must authorize the funds," 
says one researcher at the Council on Economic 
Priorities. "The Pentagon has had a lot of trou- 
ble getting the new bombers through Congress, but 
not as much trouble with the submarines." 

General Dynamics also received contracts for 
Navy missiles, the F-lll aircraft, and for a proto- 
type in the Lightweight or Air Combat Fighter 
petition. ' 

And General Dynamics' position as top defense 
contractor was strengthened January 13, 1975, when 
it was awarded a multi-billion dollar contract for 

- . v.-: 


The consumer electronics industry was well repre- 
sented. Making the list were: Phil co Ford, GE, Moto- 
rola, GTE (Sylvania), Magnavox, RCA, Teledyne (AR 
speakers and Packard Bell televisions) , Singer <KLH) , 
National Presto Industries (Presto Appliances) 4 West-' " 
inghouse, Texas Instruments, and Hewlett Packard. | 

Other major consumer-oriented companies amoung 
the top 100 Were: the top four auto companies, most 
oil companies, Textrbn (Schaeffer pens and Eaton 
paper) ; Uniroyal (Royal tires and sporting goods and 
Keds) ; General Tire Mid Rubber (Pennsylvania sport- 
ing equipment) ; Goodyear; Gulf and Western (Paramount 
movies) ;A#cd (Embassy movies); and General Foods. j 

The Defense Department has said that it expects 
weapon system costs to continue to increase. A number 
of major systems are now in development or in early 
stages of production, including the B-l bomber (Rock- 
well International , Boeing and GEi) the A-10 close 
support aircraft (Fairchild) , new military vehicles ! 
(FMCj American Motors, Ford, Chrysler, GM, Caterpiller j 
.and International Harvester) , the Air Combat Fighter 
(General Dynamics) , Trident (General Dynamics), other j 
ships and submarines (Tenneco , Litton , Bath , General j 
Dynamics) , and the whole family of Remotely Piloted 
Vehicles (Northrop, Teledyne, Lockheed, Lear Siegler, 
Motorolajl If produced, these systems will all re- 
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quire vast increases in funding, and future lists of : 
major contractors will show ever-higher levels of 
contract awards. 
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(Thanks to Leon Reed and the Council on Economic 
Priorities, and 'Win Magazine for most of this 
information) 

LOS ANGELES SUIT SEEKS DESTRUCTION 
OF SECRET FILES ON BLACK JUVENILES 

LOS ANGELES (LNS)--A class action: suit filed 
on behalf of black juveniles of Southwest Los Ange- 
les seeks destruction <$$ the Los Angeles Police 
Department's "Alpha File" -- a secret file kept on 
at least 200 black juveniles. 

Also known as the Data Disposition Coordination 
Project, the Alpha File is described by the Los An- 
geles Police Department (LAPD) as a "pilot Project" 
to monitor the activities of "dangerous hoodlums, 
gang members, and troublemakers." The file, which 
has existed at least since October 1973, is used 
jointly by police, schools, parole board and court 
systeiji. 

"(The Alpha File) was designed with clear racist 
intent to intimidate the black community, "states the 
suit, which was filed jointly by the Greater Watts 
Justice Center, the American Civil Liberties Union, 
and the National Conference of Black Lawyers. 

"Under the guise of dealing with . . . juvenile 
crime, a blatantly unconstitutional attack has been 
unleashed upon the black youth of our city," the suit 
states. The suit also charges that the LAPD encour? 
ages social workers, bus drivers, teachers, parks 
and recreation workers, and housing authority offi- 
cials to become regular informers and call informa- 
tion in to the Alpha File Coordinator. 

Scheduled to come before Federal Court Judge 
R.J. Kellahar on January 27, the suit requests that 
the Alpha File be discontinued, and that the present 
file be destroyed- -but only after those surveilled 
have a chance to see their dossiers. The suit also 
seeks a permanent ban on the practice of keeping 
files for non- criminally related activities. 

Material collected for the Alpha File need not 
be connected with the commission of a crime, and re- 
quires no substantiation from the informant. Parole 
officers, school administrators and regional police 
agencies then have access to the information by call- 
ing the Alpha File operator and stating a coded mess- 
age. 

Although the files can lead to expulsion from 
school, denial of a job or probation, individuals 
haveno knowledge that they are being surveilled. 

The LAPD has refused to turn over to community groups 
the names of the individuals on whom dossiers are 
being kept . 

'The File is a self-fulfilling hate list," said 
Mark Rosenbaum, one lawyer working on the case. 

"There is no way to challenge it, no standard criter- 
ia used, no checks against abuses, no verification of 
facts. As a result, these juveniles are branded as vi- 
olent murderers and hoodlums and they are treated as 
such by schools, police, courts, and the Probation 
Department ." 

While the LAPD admits that targets for surveill- 
ance are black juveniles, it claims that the project 
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is only in the"experimental stages," and confined 
to Southwest Los Angeles -- a virtually all-black 
area. 

The city of Los: Angeles has already asked?: ■/- 
the federal government for a $50,000 grant from the 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) 
to help fund the project during the next six 
months. 

If the Alpha File proves "successful" during 
this time LAPD spokespeople say, it may be expan- 
ded to ther areas. 
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3,000 UNEMPLOYED IN ATLANTA WAIT 
ON LINE FOR 125 JOBS 

ATLANTA, Georgia (LNS)--Over three thousand 
mostly black unemployed Atlantans spent a cold night 
on line in a freezing drizzle January 10, waiting 
for a chance to apply for what turned out to be 
125 city jobs. As a rumor swept through the crowd 
that the jobs would be dispensed on a first-come, 
first-served basis, a momentary wave of pushing to 
get to the front occured . There were a few minor 
injuries. 

An ad in local newspapers for 225 public serv- 
ice jobs made available by federal money brought the 
crowd to the Atlanta Civic Center. But a spokesman 
forr the Georgia Department of Labor explained 
thattlOO of the 225 joba had already been turned 
over to employment agencies for placement. 

The desperation that characterized the job 
seekers was summed up by Willie Reed, a 23-year-old 
father of two who lost his job in a warehouse six 
months ago. "I don't think I'll get one of the jobs, 
but I had to come anyway. We've got to eat. I went 
to 10 different places looking for work yesterday." 

Unemployment in Atlanta--formerly a "boom town"-- 
surpassed the national average for the first time 
in a decade in December. By official estimation 
the number of unemployed workers has risen to 7.5 
percent. And the Georgia Department of Labor repor- 
ted in December that the number of workers who had 
exhausted their unemployment benefits and were 
still unemployed was at the highest level ever. 

Amoung blacks in Atlanta the official figure 
stands at 9.2 percent. The figure for young blacks 
is 25%, nearly four times the rate for whites, and 
one in every three young black women is Seeking 
work, according to government statistics. 

o 9 9 9 9 9 V •. ' 9 , C •;> 9 o n n o q o 09 o 9 -o n t . n e On o o 9 9 v 9 9 O' 9 9 O V 9 9 0 9 9 O 9 

(thanks to the Guardian for this information) 

"It is quite easy for men to respect 
and grudgingly admire particular women who 
achieve a kind of sub-male status in excep- 
tional conditions. It is a different matter 
for men to reorient their ideas about all 
women and question the world as seen only t 
through men's eyes." 

--Sheila Rowbotham, 

Women, Resistance and Revolution 

********************************** ************ ****** 
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(See graphics to go with this story,) 

A PRG REPRESENTATIVE SPEAKS ON S. VIETNAM 
TWO YEARS AFTER THE CEASE FIRE: 

"FORD CONTINUES THE WAR POLICY OF HIS PREDECESSOR" 

by Schofield Coryell 

(Editor’s note: The following article is based on 
an interview with Ambassador Dinh Ba Thi, acting head 
of the PRG delegation to the Paris Talks Between the 
Two South Vietnams. The interview, held on January l6, 
1975 , was conducted by Liberation News Service Paris 
corespondent Schofield Coryell.) 

PARIS (LNS)--In an interview conducted almost ex- 
actly two years after the signing of the Paris Agree- 
ment on Vietnam, Ambassador Dinh Ba Thi of the Pro- 
visional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam 
(PRG) blasted the United States government for its 
continued violations of that Paris Agreement. 

"The Ford Administration," said pinh Ba Thi, 
"continues the war policy of his predecessor, backing 
the regime of Thieu with money and arms, waging war 
by proxy against the people of Soith Vietnam in fla- 
grant violation of the essential clauses of the Paris i. 
Agreement." 

Thi also labeled recent statements by the U.S. 
government on so-called "Treaty violations by Hanoi" 
as an attempt by the Ford administration "to project 
upon the Vietnamese people their own guilt and at the 
same time brandish arrogant threats against those who 
have been struggling to apply the Paris Agreement." 

The PRG Ambassador described the recent threaten- 
ing statements by the U.S. --such as the January 11 
U.S. "protest note" to the International Conference 
on Vietnam, the official "justification" for recon- 
naissance flights over North Vietnam, and the January 
14 State Department statement on Hanoi's "violations" 
--as part of an administration effort to "put pres- 
sure on the U.S. Congress for increased military aid 
to Thieu and Lon Nol. " 

Dinh Ba Thi also warned that the danger of "re- 
Americanization" of the war — the direct use of U.S. 
troops and air power- -to save the tottering Thieu re- 
gime "could not be ruled out as a possibility." He 
added, however, "no threat could intimidate the South 
Vietnamese people or force them to abandon their just 
struggle. " 

According to Thi, Washington still obviously be- 
lieves that "military power can decide everything, that 
force can make people bend their will," adding that 
he hoped "the rulers of the Unted States will be wise 
enough to realize that no power on earth can Subjugate 
a people determined to fight for its freedom." Thi 
said, however, that there is no indication at pres- 
sent that the U.S. would display such -good sense. 

"There are two possible paths for the U.S. to 
follow," said the PRG Ambassador. "One is to respect 
the Paris Peace Agreement: and apply it by ceasing 
all interference in the affairs of South Vietnam, 
withdrawing all military aid to Thieu. The other 
is to continue sabotaging the agreement." 

Dinh Ba Thi described Thieu as a "brutal, crafty 
servant of the United States' designs," and added 
that Ford's intention of asking for $300^- million in 
supplementary aid to Thieu and $1. 3-billion overall 


for 1976 fiscal year indicates "They have no in- 
tention of abandoning him." He admitted that re- 
lacing Thiflu with another puppet is a possibility 
though it "would not be easy to find someone ■> 
even sneakier than Thieu." 

Thi described recent fighting in South Vietnam 
as PRG counterattacks in protection of liberated 
areas under seige from Saigon forces. In the 
Phuoc Binh area, he noted, the PRG forces suc- 
cessfully defeated a Saigon attack and "took over 
the enemies base of operations ." 

Dinh Ba Thi also described urban opposition 
to the Thieu regime as growing. It reaches, he 
said, "into every section of the South Vietnamese 
population including even people who are still, 
for one reason or another, inside the ranks of 
the Thieu administration." 

"The people dre drawing the conclusion," he 
said, "that, so long as Thieu is in power, there 
will be no peace; but only war, repression, suf- 
fering, poverty, galloping inflation and corrup- 
tion." 

Describing the repressive nature of the 
Thieu regime, Thi said there are, for example, 
no fewer than 200,000 members of the Saigon 
police force alone (about three times the size 
of the New York City police department, although 
Saigon has only about one- third the population). 

He also emphasized the presence of the CIA un- 
der the cover of the Special Police Investigating 
Service, which has a corps bf 4,000 agents.. The 
organization is directed by 100 American CIA 
people, he said. 

Despite the continued Saigon attacks on 
PRG areas , says Thi , the PRG zones Stretch from 
the North to the very southern tip of the coun- 
try. It is possible, he noted, to travel from 
one end of the country to the other without pas- 
sing through Saigon-controlled areas. The Am- 
bassador estimated that the total liberated 
area is about four-fifths of the country. 

"Certainly, the , constant military attacks 
of the Saigon Army cause many great difficulties," 
Thi explained, "but the inhabitants <5f the lib- 
erated zones have achieved very significant re- 
sults these past two years, particularly in 
agricultural production." 

He explained that in liberated areas the 
ayerage price of rice is 400 to 800 piasters a 
ton, while in the Thieu areas rice costs about 
2,000 piasters a ton. And this is true, he notes, 
despite massive rice ^imports from the U.S. 

Dinh Ba Thi continually stressed the impor- 
tance of continuing a vigorous movement in the 
United States against all economic and military 
aid for Thieu. "So long as Thieu is in power," 
he said, "each dollar taken from the pockets of 
the American taxpayers for the Saigon regime 
only serves to prolong the war and the suffering 
of the people of South Vietnam." 
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U.^<J|ANTS GENEVA OFFICE TO PRG 
DESPITE STRONG U.S. OBJECTIONS 

GENEVA, Switzerland (LNS) -- In response to a 
request by the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
of South Vietnam (PRG), the United Nations has 
granted formal recognition of the PRG by accepting 
a liason office at the world body’s facilities in 
Geneva. The decision by U.N. Secretary General 
Kurt WAidheim was announced on January 15, in spite 
of ^strong opposition from the United States. 

According to the Paris Accords — which the 
U.S. participated in negotiating and then signed ~ 
the PRG, the Third ;Foree and the Thieu Regime are 
all supposed to be recognized as legitimate govern- 
ments pending free and open elections. The U.S. , 
however, has refused to honor this, as well as oth- 
er sections of the peace accords. 

A U.N. representative, announcing Waldheim's 
decision, said that the PRG had requested a liason 
office in Geneva last October and that the Swiss 
government had given its final approval a few days 
before the announcement. The three-person PRG of- 
fice opened the day after the decision was made pub- 
lic. 

Though at first denying the reports, Waldheim's 
office admitted on January 17 that the United States 
had objected strongly to recognizing the PRG. A : 
spokesperson for Waldheim reported that John A. 

Scali, U.S. representative to the U.N. , had Earned 
that unless the U.N. publicly reveal§d the strong 
U.S. objections to the move, the delegation would 
be compelled to put out a full report on past U.S. 
protests on the matter to Waldheim. 

A State Department representative termed the 
U.N. decision "regrettable and unwarranted," and 
another informed diplomatic source was quoted in 
the New York Post as saying "You can safely assume 
that Waldheim's move Was made despite American dis- 
approval." 

The decision to grant a liason office to the 
PRG was the latest in a series of: setbacks for the 
United States in the U.N. The past General Assem- 
bly session invited the Palestine Liberation Organ- 
ization (PLO) to address its debate on the Middle 
East, suspended the white supremacist South African 
regime from participating in the General Assembly 
term, and approved an economic charter recognizing 
the right of Third World nations to nationalize 
foreign holdings in their countries. All these 
measures were strongly opposed by the U.S. 

The next U.N. setback for the U.S. could come 
as the result of the stepped-up campaign by Third 
World nations to invite the PRG to attend United 
Nations conferences. 

At present, the Thieu regime has observer sta- 
tus in U.N. offices both in Geneva and New York, 
permitting the Saigon administration to attend all 
U.N. meetings, among other privileges. As a liason 
office, the PRG mission in Geneva will be able to 
deal only with aid arrangements 9 Among the agencies 
which the PRG will now have access to are the U.N. 
Children's Fund, the U«N. High Commission on Refu- 
gees and the World Health Organization. 

Two years ago, at the time of the Paris Accords. 
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Waldheim had a similar brush with the U.S* State 
Department when it was repealed that he had dis- 
cussed the possibility of a New York PRG office 
with Foreign Minister Nguyen Thi Binh. Though 
Madame Binh appointed a diplomatic mission, the 
U.S. refused to issue the necessary visas and the 
matter was dropped. 

-30- 

SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT THREATENS PAPER CRITICAL 
OF PAK r 

New Asia News/ LIBERATION News Service 

TOKYO (NAN/ LNS) — Staff and employees of 
the Dong-A Ilbo, a South Korean* anti-Pak newspa- 
per, and an affiliated radio station began a vigil 
\n the newspaper office on January 17 which they 
said would continue until three advertising depart- 
ment employees where freed byr the Korean ArmyrSec- 
urity Command. 

The three staff members are being held for 
interrogation in connection with an ad published 
earlier in the week which supported the paper's 
ongoing protests for freedom of the press. The 
government has demanded to know the identity of 
the anonymous army lieutenant who signed the ad 
but the newspaper had refused to divulge the name. 

The Dong-A Ilbo, South Korea's oldest and 
largest newspaper, has dared to publish news stor- 
ies about the opposition to Pak Chung Hee and to 
criticize Pak's rule in editorials. Since late 
December , government pressure has forced twenty 
of the paper's major advertisers to cancel their 
contracts, costing the paper 407. of its advertising 
revenue, its prime source of income. Companies 
which cancelled the contracts said the actions r 
were ^caused by circumstances we cannot mention." 

In recent months the Dong-A Ilbo has regularly 
reported on developments in the Christian and stu- 
dent opposition to the government. In late October 
its reporters went on strike until the Korean CIA 
allowed them to print their demands for press 
freedom. Since then the paper has editorially called 
for a new constitution, restoration of human rights, 
and the release of those imptifg^^ under Pak's em- 
ergency decrees. 

A group of Japanese and Korean intellectuals 
in Japan has started a movement to fill the paper's 
income gap through increased circulation. More 
than 200 subscriptions have already been sold in 
Japan, amounting to more than $2,300 for the paper. 
Another campaign is being initiated to place ad^ 
vertisements in the paper. 

The International Press Institute in Geneva, 
an organization of 2,000 editors in 67 countries 
has also come out in support of the paper. In a 
cable to the Dbng-A Ilbo, the Institute wrote: "We 
no t e\m i fch anxi et y the growing economic pressures ag- 
ainst the Dong-A Ilbo and assure you that IP I con- 
demns the government inspired advertising sanctions 
and supports you in your courageous stand for press 
freedom." 

Letters of support, contributions, subscriptions 
and advertising orders may be sent to Dong-A Ilbo, 

139 Sejongno, Chongno-gu, S^oul, South Korea. -30- 
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WAW/WSO ORGANIZER BOB HOOD GETS HUNG JURY 
ON CHARGES OF^SSAULT ON POLICE WITH A DEADLY WEAPON 

OAKLAND, Californla(lNS)— The trial of Bob Hood, 
an organizer in the East Bay Chapter of the Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War /Winter Soldier Organization 
(WAW/WSO) , ended in a hung jury on January 17 with 
seven out of 12 jurors voting for acquittal* Hood 
was charged with assaulting a police officer with a 
deadly weapon* 

The changes, which carry a possible life sen- 
tence, stem from a brutal police attack on Hood Feb- 
ruary 6, 1974* 

That night, Hood had been summoned out of bed 
by Art Busse, a friend who had seen John Dolly— ano- 
ther friend of Hood's— stopped by a number of police 
cars. Believing that Dolly had been stopped because 
of tickets on the car, Hood went to the scene with 
papers proving that all warrants had been paid* 

When he arrived, he was ordered to spread his 
hands against his truck. After doing so, he was 
wrestled to the ground by police officer Ted Burrows, 
who then proceeded to beat Hood uncpnscipus. 

Burrows charged Hood with assault on a police > 
officer with a deadly weapon— the deadly weapon be- 
ing a 3-inch Swiss Army pocket knife which was re- 
moved from Hood's pocket after he was handcuffed* 

From the start, the government made the case a 
political trial ttying- to link the WAW/WSO to the 
Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA). 

Police officer Burrows claimed that he had been 
following John Dolly's car that night and received 
instructions to follow the car into San Leandro and 
make a phone call to a certain number. He did so and 
a"voice" told him that he was following an S1A vehi- 
cle and if he stopped it he should expect a "cover 
car" to show up. 

During pre-trial testimony, defense lawyers asked 
that the FBI be made to testify as to whether they had 
been conducting surveillance on WAW/WSO members. The 
East Bay head of the FBI, Mr. Jimmerson, came to court 
with a telegram from Attorney General William Saxbe 
instructing him not to testify in the case. 

Burrows Claims that after he had stopped Dolly, 
Hood drove up and emerged from his truck walking 
fast and subsequently got out his knife* 

None of Hood's fellow officers on the scene— 
Peter Peterspn, Harry Osrmis and Earl Johnson— corro- 
borated Burrows' testimony. All of them somehow man- 
aged to not see a knife or a swing with a knife which 
Burrows so vividly described. 

In fact, Peter Peterson stated that Hood's hands 
were both on the truck contradicting Burrows' claim 
that Hood had one hand on the truck and one half-hid- 
den getting out his knife® 

Burrows' police department record of misconduct, 
which Judge Jphn Sparrow ruled inadmissable evidence, 
inlcudes a list of eleven citizen complaints against 
him— eight of these for brutality, two for false 
arrest and one for rudeness. One of Burrows files 
shows that he was reprimanded in writing for beating 
a 61-year-old black man. 

Hood's story of what happened on that night was 
supported by John Dolly and Art Busse. Also testify- 
ing for the defense were Jeannie Dolly, the owner of 
the car that Dolly was driving, and various character 
witnesses and members of the WAW/WSO* 


The judge assigned to the case was John Sparrow, 
a Reagan appointee and a notorious "hanging judge" in 
Alameda County. During pre-trial motions, defense 
attorney Dan Siegel submitted an af fadavlt alleging 
Sparrow's unfitness to Judge the case, basAd on the 
fact that Sparrow served as an attorney for the 
University of California (UC) Regents when Siegel, 
then president of the UC student body, was prosecuted 
by the Regents for "inciting to riot" during the 
police raid at People's Park in Berkeley. 

The affadavit also charged that Sparrow's office 
was instrumental in attempts ;which were later made 
to deny Siegel admittance to the California Bar and 
it included allegations made in confidence to Siegel 
by members of the Bar who regularly practice before 
Sparrow that Sparrow is "prosecution-minded" and 
biased against "non-white people" and "radical 
activists." 

Despite the necessity prescribed by law for ano- 
ther judge to render the decision, Sparrow claimed 
that the affadavit was "legally insufficient" and 
struck it from the record. 

The confrontations between Sparrow and the two 
defense attorneys, Dan Siegel and Barry Winograd, 
went on throughout the trial. Both attorneys were 
issued contempt of court citations, fined $250 each, 
and face possible further fines and sentences. 

Sparrow also denied the defense the admissabili- 
ty of a lie-detector test administered by an official 
polygraph expert of the Oakland Police Department 
which supported Hood's story. He allowed, however, 
a line of testimony concerning police department 
gossip connecting the WAW/WSO with the SLA claiming 
it was necessary to establish Burrows! state of mind 
at the time. 

Throughout the trials the prosecuting district 
attorney Jeffrey Horner, was able to pursue a vague 
"fishing" series of questions about the SLA while 
the defense was denied the opportunity to present 
testimony by WAW/WSO members about their political 
disagreements with the SLA. 

Horner is known in Alameda County as the "Red 
Squad D.A." and has even been seen at demonstrations 
, at U.C. -Berkeley taking his own pictures of demon- 
strators. He is the prosecuting attorney for the 
upcoming trial of alleged SLA members Russell Little 
and Joseph Little. 

Horner's closing points didn't deal with the 
usual "proof beyond a reasonable doubt" argument. 
Instead, he merely stated that the defense were a 
bunch of liars because Hood would have looked much 
worse if he had been beaten up as he claimed and 
that the police just wouldn't do such a thing anyway. 

Sparrow, in an obvious move to salvage the trial 
told the jury that if they didn't feel that they 
could convict Hood of the charge of assault with a 
deadly weapon, then they could convict him of a 
lesser charge like "simple assault." 

The jury was deadlocked almost from the begin- 
ning. After the sixth ballot, Sparrow redd the jury 
an . order cGHtmiomly^ known as a "shotgun instruction. 1 
This statement urges the jury to come to a verdict 
telling them that it is unreasonable to expect the 
court to be able to get such a good jury togfether 
again and that it is unreasonable to put the court 
through further expense. The second part of the 
statement urges the jurors with the minority position 
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